
“We can’t help but be a bit concerned that 
we’ve seen shortcomings on the naval and 
land side,” Bruce Klingner, former deputy 
division chief for the CIA, told POLITICO. 
“But what other shortcomings are there?”

Klingner, now a senior fellow at The 
Heritage Foundation, said there might now 
be pressure on South Korea to expand its 
defense budget even more, increase its ca-
pability and revise its rules of engagement.

Meanwhile, there’s more diplomatic 
pressure on China to lean on North Korea 
to change its behavior. Beijing has grown 
frustrated with North Korea, but there’s a 
limit as to how far it will go in demanding 
that Pyongyang change its ways.

Cables released by the Guardian newspa-
per in the United Kingdom from WikiLeaks 
reveal that Beijing continues to lean to-
ward a Korean reunification with Seoul in 
charge, but it is uncertain how fast it would 
want to see reunification.

Earlier, this week, Beijing signaled it 
would like to restart the so-called six-party 
talks for China, North Korea, South Korea, 
Japan, Russia and the United States as a 
way to calm the waters after the North’s lat-
est provocation. But the White House and 
others quickly denounced that proposal.

White House press secretary Robert 
Gibbs said stabilizing the region couldn’t 
come “through a series of PR activities,” 
adding that dialogue is futile until Pyong-
yang understands its recent behavior is in-
appropriate and demonstrates it is serious 
about “denuclearization.”

So far, the United States has been able 
to extract limited help from China, accord-
ing to Bonnie Glaser, a senior fellow at 
the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. She told POLITICO that whatever 
China does, it may not resemble Western 
diplomacy, escalating warnings privately 
but often driven by other motivations.

“The Chinese don’t necessarily use pres-
sure in the same way as Western countries 
do,” she said. “They can be quite creative 
when they want to be.”

Still, there are other signs that the White 
House is focused on diplomacy when it 
comes to North Korea as it works to elimi-
nate any nuclear capability it may possess.

On Tuesday, former President Jimmy 
Carter met at the White House with National 
Security Adviser Tom Donilon — and briefly 
with President Barack Obama — for discus-
sions believed to draw on Carter’s expertise 
on North Korea. The former president bro-
kered a special pardon, leading to the August 
release of an American who had been jailed 
in the communist country since January.
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“If this were to happen 
again, I don’t think it’s in-
conceivable that the South 
might retaliate.”

— Paul Stares
Council on Foreign Relations
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